
Stornoway Wind Farm 
Pre-Application  

Consultation

Delivery of the Interconnector

No further onshore wind development can take place on Lewis as the electricity network is 
at full capacity.  Scottish and Southern Energy has proposed a new 600MW interconnector 
with the mainland, which would leave significant capacity for additional renewable energy 
development on the Western Isles

What Happens Next?
In Scotland, the consenting process for onshore electricity projects over 50MW is managed 
by the Scottish Government. Over coming weeks we will be reviewing the questions asked 
and comments made, ahead of submitting our application to Scottish Ministers.

Applications are required to be accompanied by an Environmental Statement which describes 
the effects the development is likely to have on the environment. The application and the 
environmental statement will be available locally for public inspection, with the local planning 
authority and public bodies such as Scottish Natural Heritage and the Scottish Environmental 
Protection Agency invited to submit their views on the application, along with local residents 
and businesses.  

We will make a public announcement at the point we make an application for the additional 
consent and the full details will be set out on our own website and the Energy Consents Unit 
will publish all relevant documentation and communications relating to our application as 
they collate the analysis and information required for ministers to come to a final decision on 
our application.

Further Information
If you would like any further information or have any suggestions you want to share with us 
at any time, please contact David Morrison, Stakeholder Engagement, or Kerry McPhee, 
Community Liaison, Lewis Wind Power:

info@lwp.scot

01851 605063

Lewis Wind Power 
9 Harbour View 

Cromwell Street Quay 
Stornoway 
HS1 2DF

www.lwp.scot Venue: Stornoway Town Hall, 20 South  Beach, Stornoway HS1 2BJ

Timings: 1200 to 1930

Dates: Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 13th February 2019

Lewis Wind Power is consulting on its plans for an additional consent for the 
Stornoway Wind Farm project and the changes we have made to our proposals 
since the initial public exhibition in October of last year.  We will also outline the 
differences between our intended application and the project’s existing consent.

Lewis Wind Power
Lewis Wind Power is the developer of the consented Stornoway wind farm. The 
company, through its subsidiary Stornoway Wind Farm Limited, has been working to 
develop the Stornoway Wind Farm since 2010, working closely with the community 
landlord and development partner, The Stornoway Trust. Registered in Scotland, 
Lewis Wind Power is a 50:50 joint venture between EDF Renewables and Wood.



The exhibition
This event is designed to set out the details on Lewis Wind Power’s proposals for an additional 
consent for the Stornoway Wind Farm.  The exhibition outlines changes we have made to our 
plans in light of feedback from our exhibition held in October last year, and also the feedback 
provided by organisations such as Scottish Natural Heritage.

The event is part of our work to develop a comprehensive understanding of the potential 
impacts of our proposals and to get as much local feedback as possible ahead of applying to 
the Scottish Government for consent.

Existing Consent
Stornoway Wind Farm was originally consented by the Scottish Government in September 
2012.  The consent was for up to 36 wind turbines with a tip height of up to 143.5m and for 
associated infrastructure on land to the west of Stornoway

In 2015 the Scottish Government approved a variation of the 2012 consent to allow for the 
installation of larger turbines up to 145m high with a rotor diameter of up to 128m, and a 
revised internal track layout.

Additional Consent Application
Layout comparisons

The latest proposal incorporates a new layout to take into account; visual, ecological and 
ornithological constraints identified during the most recent Environmental Surveys and 
through consultation feedback from the public and bodies such as CNES and SNH.

The tip heights proposed are very much in line with a number of developments in the planning 
process, on the Scottish mainland, as the industry seeks to deploy larger turbines to reduce 
costs. Battery storage facilities are increasingly being included in new renewable energy 
developments.

Reason for seeking additional consent
Larger wind farms built on the Western Isles will be required to pay significantly greater grid 
charges than projects on the mainland, as they will pay for their share of the installation and 
operation of a new interconnector.

As such, they can only proceed if they successfully bid for a long-term contract for power 
backed by the UK Government, known as a ‘Contract for Difference’ (CFDs) which guarantee 
a price per unit of power over 15 years.These contracts are awarded through a competitive 
auction process, with island projects required to bid against each other and other technologies 
including offshore wind meaning that only the most cost-effective projects can go ahead.

LWP has invested £12m into the Stornoway Wind Farm to date and will continue to invest 
significantly in order to prepare the project for the CfD auction later this year.

Project Benefits
The development of the Stornoway Wind Farm would provide significant economic benefits 
to the Isle of Lewis and the wider Western Isles:  

Community Ownership

The Stornoway Trust, the local community landowner, and Comhairle nan Eilean Siar are 
currently developing a joint venture to acquire a significant community ownership stake.

Community Benefit

The project would make an annual payment of £5,000 (index-linked) per MW over the life 
time of the project.  As an example, a 180MW scheme would mean an annual payment of 
over £900,000 per annum for the local community to invest in local projects and priorities. 

Local Suppliers

LWP has committed to using a contracting strategy for building the wind farm that will 
maximise the potential for the use of local suppliers and facilities during the construction 
phase of the wind farm.  We will be holding an event later this year to engage with local 
businesses and organisations to make them aware of the opportunities to work with us and 
to make sure we understand the range of skills and capabilities across the Western Isles.

Rental Payments

The Stornoway Wind Farm would be sited on the Stornoway Trust Estate and pay an annual 
commercial rent to the Trust for the land required by the project.  It is proposed that the rent 
is shared on a 50/50 basis with the common grazings that comprise the wind farm site. The 
level of these payments will be subject to approval by the Scottish Land Court.

It is important to stress that rights to grazing would continue, though there would be 
restrictions on access for Health and Safety reasons during construction. The physical area 
ultimately taken up by the turbines and other wind farm infrastructure would represent a small 
percentage of the overall grazings.

Employment and Wider Economic Development

A report commissioned by EDF Renewables and produced by respected consultancy BVG 
Associates found that during construction of LWP’s wind farms and the interconnector to the 
mainland there would be more than 600 people employed at the peak of construction activity.

The report found that longer term, onshore wind projects on the Western Isles in aggregate 
could add up to £33m a year to the local economy and support several hundred jobs on 
an ongoing basis as a result of the forecast community benefits, ownership and further 
community wind farm development enabled by the interconnector.

Number of Turbines
Maximum Tip Height
Maximum Rotor 
Diameter
Number of turbines 
within 2km of nearest 
dwelling
Battery Storage Facility
Control Buildings/Sub-
Station

Existing Consent

36
145m

128m

11

No

1

Additional Consent 
- Scoping Layout 

October 2018
33

187m

150m

4

Yes - 50MW

1

Additional Consent 
- Current Plans, 
February 2019

35
180m

150m

3

Yes - 50MW
3 

(additional substations 
in north and south)


